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Dear Friendsin Oxford,

How can a group of people work best together to
get ajob done? That’’s been a question since the
beginning of time. Even many animal species co-
operate in groups—from ants to wol f-packs—and
it’’s also aquestion at the heart of the functioning
of any church congregation. Recently the youth of
the Christian Council of Mozambique asked for a
course in just this sort of question, so that they as
an organization could learn to do their mission
better. The idea grew. So did their questions. It”’s
become a course on many aspects or what we’’ve
loosely called Administration.

There’’s quite abit to it:

+« Defining a mission statement
*« Setting objectives

e« Planning

+« Budgeting

«« Management of resources human, financial and
material

e« Leadership

*« Delegation of roles

«« Communication

+« Decision-making

*« Group dynamics

«« Conflict and crisis management.

So now a group of 23 young people from various
church denominations meet once a week to learn
about and talk about these notions, and how asthe
CCM Y outh they can put them into practice.

In Canada, every college offers courses about these
matters, usualy compulsory in programs like
Administration. Here in Quelimane, theideagrew
spontaneously from these young women and men
themselves. They’reinthisclassbecausethey want
to be; we’re teaching what they themselves asked
for. Infact, again at their request, the program has
expanded, to courses in computers, video-making
and English. Education opens minds and doors.
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“Embracing Life” is the title of a three day
workshop sponsored by Oxford Presbytery School
for Christian Studies, a Divison of Oxford
Presbytery. The format will consist of morning
presentations with time for questions and general
discussion, and afternoon small group discussions
on how the topic applies to one’s life and work.

The workshop, June 24-26, takes place at
Fanshawe College, Woodstock Campus and
(Wednesday only), at Quality Hotel & Suites,
Woodstock. For further information or registration
forms contact: Rev. Kent Garrett at 519-421-2064
or kdjg@execulink.com.

Oxford Presbytery, three years ago, created
the Division of The School for Christian Studies,
to promote and sponsor education for laity and
clergy. Its mandate is to promote educational
events such as those offered at Five Oaks and to
provide training for Licenced Lay Worship
Leaders. Inaddition, it hasbeen offering onemajor
educational event per year in June. Its status as a
Division of Presbytery will be evaluated after a
five year trial period. Red. Glen Wright
RURAL COMMUNITY HEALTH FAIR

Norwich Community Centre

Wednesday, April 2 ***2 pm to 8 pm
30 manned booths 4 - ¥ hr interactive
info- 519-539-9800 ext3493 Presentations
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WATOTO CHILDREN’SCHOIR

On Thursday, March 6™, Dundas Street United
Church had the privilege of welcoming the Watoto
Children’s Choir who came to Woodstock al the
way from Kampala, Uganda as part of their
worldwide “Concert of Hope” tour. A freewill
offering was taken up with over $2,000. being
raised in support of the Watoto Children’s
Ministries. What an amazing group of kids, and
what an honour it was to have them performing in
our sanctuary.

The Watoto Children’s Choir is a group of
young children, each who have experienced deep
personal tragedy and have been left parentless due
to AIDS, disease and war. Since 1994, they have
toured internationally as ambassadors for orphan
children in Uganda. The goal of Watoto isto raise
the next generation of Ugandan leaders by pursuing
excellenceinacademicand practical skills, integrity
in conduct and moral values, so that each child
becomes a responsible and productive citizen.

Throughout the Concert of Hope, we
experienced the energy and sensed the joy and hope
these beautiful Ugandan orphans have found! The
performance included a blend of native African
rhythms, contemporary gospel music and inspiring
ethnic dance performances. The children aso
shared their unique experiences, as well as their
newfound joy and hope. When Uganda’s Watoto
Children’s choir sing either a traditional African
hymn or gospel song, you know it is not just a
performance, but a true expression of their praise
and thanks to God. It truly cuts to the heart
knowing that they are only here because of God’s
goodness and the care and dedi cation of the Church
at work in the world. Praise be to God!

Dundas Street United Church israising funds
to send a team to one of the Watoto Villages in
Uganda in 2009 to build a home. If you are
interested in joining our team and/or in helping to
raise funds to build this home, or would like more
information, please contact: Dundas Street United
Church at 519-537-7935 or email:
dundasstreetunited@execulink.com
Y ou canalsovisittheWatoto Child Care Ministries
website at: http://www.watoto.com/

Brenda Knott

2.

From Allan Slater. Hello to all. I really thought |
wasthrough sending out these bulk mailings. | have
had enough of the long plane rides and trauma of
going to places like Irag and Palestine. But alocal
issue has arisen in which CPT has become
involved. An open pit uranium mine is being
proposed for north Frontenac County here in
Ontario. This project would have serious
environmental, economic and social implications
for the area. It would all but destroy the territory of
the Ardoch First Nation. Ardoch First Nationispart
of the Algonquin First Nation. For several months
CPT and other local people, caled settlers, to
distinguish them from First Nations people, have
mounted a peaceful blockade to prevent further
exploration. The blockade hasended because one of
the Ardoch leaders, Bob Lovel ace has been handed
aparticularly severe sentencefor participatinginit.
The Kingston judge hearing the case has sentenced
him to 6 monthsin prison plus a $25,000 fine plus
an additional $2,000 for each day hewas at the site.
Other leaders escaped the sentence only by
promising to give up the struggle. They have been
effectively silenced. Other Ardoch people are
continuing the struggle to save their community. |
have lead a CPT delegation to the area to support
thestrugglein any way possible. Our delegation has
been on site at the United Church mansein Sharbot
Lake from February 24 until March 1, 2008.
Remember usin your thoughts and prayers,

({llan Slate~  Other letters can be forwarded by
contacting Ruth. Allanishomeand very upset that
thiscan happenin Canada. Themining act saysany
company can come on your property, without
asking, to exploreor test for any kind of mining, if
they find something, they can set up their mineand
bein business. The law needs to be changed it
will only happen if everyonevoicestheir concerns.

Even Health Canada says that drilling (even test
holes) can contaminate the water source astherock
can be cracked and let the contaminates into the
aquifer and then into the soil. Send your concerns
to these two menright away. Themaninprisonis
aprofessor at Queen’s University.
TheHonourable Dalton McGuinty, Premier, Room
281, Main Legidative Building, Queen's Park,
Toronto, Ontario, M7A 1A4, Telephone 416-325-
1941, Fax 416-325-3745; or by emall at:

dmcguinty.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org

The Honourable Michael Bryant, Minister of
Aborigina Affars, 1407 - 99 Wellesley Street,
West, Toronto, Ontario, M7A 1W3, Telephone
416-314-2536, Fax 416-314-2701, or by e-mail at:
mbryant.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org
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February Presbytery Meeting
GUEST PRESENTATION:
Following worship, Allison
Playfair introduced our guest, the
Rev. Neil Lackey, support
minister in Huron-Perth
Presbytery. Nell gave a short
presentation on the work he is
involved with in Huron-Perth.
Following this, he was
interviewed by Allison Playfair &
Donna Bowman-Woodall, as if
he were applying for a somewhat
similar position in Oxford
Presbytery. Neil was thanked for
coming and enlightening those
present, on what a Pastora
Support minister might beableto
do for Oxford Presbytery.

A reminder of the FOOD
JUSTICE event with David &
Kathryn Mayberry, Hidden Acres
Camp, New Hamburg, April 24 -
27, 2008. Registration to be in
by April 4, 2008
<<LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL
LAY WORSHIP LEADERS
available to take services:

Susan Barker-James, George
Beard, Cheryl Buchner, Susan

Cole, Christine Hall, Fred
Heeney, John Hiuser, David
Mayberry.

More need to be recommended
by their Pastora Charge and
registered before May.

The Canadian FoodGrains
Bank is celebrating 25 years of
service this vyear. Ontario
celebration will be held June 22
at the Ontario Heritage Centre

Mary Jane Philips is holding
aSaturday Workshop onviolence
a the Canadian Legion in
Beachville, April 19. | didn’t get
atime, probably 9am. 3.

Emmanue College

Workshop, entitled More
Franchises than Tim Hortons,
to be held June 19-21, 2008.
There are over 60 workshops
from which to choose, and it is
suggested that five persons from
one church or from one
presbytery, go together, though
anyone may go on one’s own.
Maggie Plant is interested in
attending.
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News on the Raza
Family Sanctuary Case

On August 3, 2006,
Crescent Fort Rouge United
Church, made a decision to offer
sanctuary to the Raza family. We
did this quickly, but not lightly,
believing the well- being of the
six Raza children would be in
jeopardy should they be deported
to Pakistan. Today, February 29,
2008, we are ddighted to
announcethat the Razafamily has
been granted temporary resident
status, and their time of sanctuary
isended. Thisisthefirststepina
process that should see the Raza
family obtain their permanent
resident status.

We are deeply thankful to
the family’s lawyer, Kenneth
Zaifman, for his work on this
case. Our lawyer worked with the
Immigration Canada and
Canadian Border ServicesAgency
to work on a solution that
balanced the circumstances that
the Razafound themselvesin and
the requirements of the
Immigration Act.

The family will continue
to live with us while appropriate
housing is found, and as we
navigate atime of transition, both
for the Razas and for the many

volunteers who have been
working with them. For 18
months, Crescent Fort Rouge
United has been both home and
prison to the family, and the
change for the Raza family and
for us in the church will be
enormous. We haveformed deep
bonds, and we look forward to
continuing to support the family
as they return to our community
and begin anew life anong us.
It has been an amazing
journey, and there are many,
many people to thank, both
within the walls of this church
and beyond. The prayers, lobby
effortsandfinancia support from
churches across Canada are
greatly appreciated. Thereis no
longer needfor political |obbying
on their behalf. Your continued
prayers for them as they move
ahead are welcomed. So too,
financial support for the
congregation is welcomed as we
meet legal costs, rent and other
costs relating to the sanctuary
and settlement process.
Donations may be sent to:
Crescent Fort Rouge United
Church, 525 Wardlaw Ave,
Winnipeg, MB R3L OL9

Do you know care-givers for children
with Tourette Syndrome and associated
disorders, then you will want to inform
them concerning a series of six
workshops, entitled "Leaky Brakes 101"
which are being offered by the Child
and Parent Resource Institute, (CPRI)
located at 600 Sanatorium Road in the
west end of London, Ontario. The
closest intersection is just to the north
Oxford Street West.
Editor: Ruth Skillings519-467-0187
rtskillings@aol.com
Web Master: John Ross,
weboxfordpucc@| ook.ca 519-469-3320
Web Page: http://www.oxfordpresucc.ca
London Conference:  519-672-1930
www.londonconference.ca
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UCW SPRING EVENT
Sleeping Children Around The World
Dessert $4. Served @ 6:30pm Worship & Music
Hickson United Church  Mon. March 31, 2008
Registration 6 pm Everyone Welcome
An Oxford Presbyterial UCW Event

Mount Elgin United Church
Beef Stew Supper
March 30" 4:30-6:30
Mount Elgin Community Hall
Adults $8. Children 6-12 $5.
Under 6 Free
Tickets available at the Door

Two realities:

As | continue in ministry, I am aware of my own
need to be continualy ‘‘re-educated.’’

Marcus Borg in his book, The Heart of
Christianity: Rediscovering aLife of Faith, writes
that ““one of the most urgent needs for
congregations in mainline churches in North
Americatoday is adult re-education.

Why do we need this re-education?

Because the vision of Christianity that most of us
over 40 (and many under 40) learned as we were
growing up in the church is no longer valid.

As we move through our time of transition, two
guestions:

What does it mean to be a Christian in the first decade of the
21% century?

How can we be passionate believers today in our new
community of faith?

Let me offer an opportunity to answer either or
both of these questions for yourself and for your
congregation.

How: a 12 week experiential learning opportunity
using the book
TheHeart of Christianity: Rediscoveringalife
of Faith by Marcus Borg.

4.

Oxford 4-H members/volunteers serving up
pancakes, sausages, maple baked beans at
Jakeman's Pancake House

March 1st to 30th--weekends only AND
Wednesday, March 12th from 9:30am to 1:30pm

Other activities (weather permitting)

Walksinthe TrilliumWoodsNature Perserve and
Maple Bush

Horse Drawn Wagon/Sleigh Rides
War of 1812 Encampment Re-enactment

Jakeman's Pancake House--454414 Trillium Line,
Sweaburg (www.themapl estore.com)

Proceeds to Oxford 4-H Clubs
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When: Monday, 7-9:15 p.m. (if numbers warrant)
and / or Tuesday, 2:30-4:45 p.m. (if numbers
warrant) beginning Monday, 31 March and/or
Tuesday, 1 April

Where: the lounge of the building in which we are
worshipping

Cost: $16 for the book and the risk of changing
your presumptions about what it means to be a
Christian today.

- For more information, contact Rev. Steve
Hershey, shershey@execulink.com,
Centra/Chamers Church

- Toindicate your interest and to reserve acopy of
the book, contact either church office,

519-539-1161 or 519-537-2373

New Phone number for Innerkip/Eastwood
Pastoral Charge 519-602-6692

London Conferenceislooking for your picturesto
use in Worship at the Conference in May. Send
digital pictures, with permission to use and edit as
required. Want song & celebration to

pmilliken@brktel.on.ca By April 1, 2008
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